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AbstractDoctoral studies become more popular among university graduates both in technical and humanistic specialties. They give a possibility of further scientific development and give a possibility to gain a scientific title which could open a new career paths. PhD studies are one of the possible ways to the scientific community. They can also be important stage of development for persons who wish to continue their processional career as scientist. In Poland the duration of doctoral studies is planned for four years, after which should be defense of the PhD thesis. The paper shows reasons why usually doctoral thesis are finished in the period exceeding four years that were originally planned for PhD thesis defense. This paper describes system of doctoral studies implemented in selected Polish universities. SWOT analysis is presented in order to show advantages and disadvantages of PhD studies from student's point of view.
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